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 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 Our gospel text today begins with the words “At that very time . . .”, however, our gospel readings these 

past few Sundays have not been in chronological order through the book of Luke, so we should probably 

pause for a moment and be sure we know the context of the two short parables that we hear today from Jesus. 

The “very time” that Luke is referring to is the time of Jesus’ final journey from Galilee to Jerusalem. Prior to 

today’s reading Luke has described Jesus’ growing awareness that his journey to Jerusalem is a journey into 

grief and crucifixion but ultimately also into resurrection. Along this journey to Jerusalem the size of the 

crowds coming to hear Jesus teach and to receive his healing has been growing while at the same time the op-

position he faces from the political and religious authorities has also been growing. 

 This opposition from those who are the leaders of society is an important context to the words we hear 

today. When Jesus speaks of sinners who need to repent or they will perish – and  when he speaks of people 

who are like fruit trees that bear no fruit and need to be cut down – he is not talking about every day people 

struggling to do what is right and often failing. He is talking about the wealthy, the politically powerful, and 

the religious experts (priests and teachers of religion) who have decided that they are going to fight against the 

wonderful, liberating, life-giving events that God is unfolding through Christ. Jesus’ words today are not 

about the fate of those who are weak, his words today are about the fate of those who are strong and who use 

their strength to fight God and maintain their own oppressive control over others. As we used to say on the 

playground when I was a kid: those folks are “cruisin’ for a bruisin’”  

 Even if we understand these words of judgment to be directed against powerful people who are using 

their power in hurtful ways, these are still hard words to hear. They are hard to hear because we know that we 

are all at times in that category. There have been times in all our lives when we used the blessings God has 

given us for our own selfish purposes and we hurt others as a result. It is hard to hear these words of judgment 
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from Jesus because we know that they have applied to us in the past and may yet apply to us again in the fu-

ture. They are also hard words to hear because we just simply prefer the “nice” Jesus. It’s so much easier to 

believe that he really is God in the flesh when we hear him pronounce forgiveness over the sinful and call us 

to love one another as God loves us. But it is hard to hear him when he tells us that we might be headed for 

destruction if we aren’t careful. 

 There are two aspects of God’s judgment in Christ that I want you to bear in mind as you think about his 

words here in Luke. 

 First of all, we need to always bear in mind the context of God’s purpose for humanity – the big picture 

we see from Genesis to Revelation and throughout the 2,000 years of the Holy Spirit guiding the Church. God 

created us so that we could become full participants in God’s love, adopted as the Father’s children through 

his Son Jesus Christ and in the grace of their Holy Spirit. Ancient Christians sometimes referred to this Triune 

life of God as a dance. The Father, Son, and Spirit live a dynamic, loving life that is in motion and as a dance 

has a certain pattern to it and a certain set of steps that make up the dance, so the life of God has a certain pat-

tern to it and a set of steps that make up the relationship between the persons of God.  

 Because humanity has been included in the dance of God’s life we have to learn the pattern and the steps 

of the dance. When we move against that pattern and step the wrong way – when we sin – we hurt ourselves 

and one another. This is what Jesus is describing here today. He’s describing the pain, struggle, and grief that 

naturally result from being included in the dance of God’s life but not faithfully following the pattern of that 

dance.  

So, God’s judgment in Christ is never about who God loves and who God hates, nor is it about the lucky 

few that are included in God’s life and the unlucky others who are excluded.  God’s judgment in Christ is al-

ways about the fact that we are all included in God’s life and love and because we are included we must learn 

how to live within that divine life. God has included us in his life through Christ and through Christ he is 

showing us how to live into that inclusion and follow the steps of the dance.  

The second aspect of God’s judgment in Christ that I want you to remember is this: God’s judgment al-

ways includes the hope of resurrection. We can notice this most clearly in what he says about cutting down the 

fig tree. Notice that vineyard owner does not tell the gardener to pull the tree up by the root ball and complete-

ly destroy it. Instead he tells him to cut it down – therefore the trunk and the roots will remain. And so also 
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there remains the possibility of resurrection. The tree could return to new life, growing a new trunk from the 

old trunk and new branches that may yet be just as fruitful and productive as the vineyard owner hopes they 

would be. Since we are being judged in Christ there is always hope that we will experience resurrection and 

new life on the other side of discovering that we have not been faithful to the pattern of the divine dance.  

 Amen. 


